CRISISWATCH DIGEST SEPT

LEBANON

WHAT HAPPENED?

The parliament approved the formation of
a new government led by Prime Minister
Najib Mikati, ending a thirteen-month
period during which Lebanon was gov-
erned by caretaker authorities. Separately,
Hizbollah imported fuel directly from Iran
in violation of U.S. sanctions.

WHY DOES IT MATTER?

The cabinet’s appointment ended an
extended stalemate that had left Leba-
non without an empowered government
since August 2020. Hizbollah’s import of
Iranian fuel underscores sub-state political
actors’ expanded role in providing goods
and security amid nationwide shortages
and violent incidents.

AUGUST TRENDS

Against an increasingly dire economic
backdrop marked by social unrest over
shortages, the Central Bank’s decision to
cut subsidies dramatically worsened the
country’s fuel crisis. Separately, Israel and
Hizbollah exchanged cross-border fire.
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